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character. I said, I’m a little long on char-
acter and looking forward to a change.

But let me tell you this. I am quietly con-
fident about the election this fall. In sum,
I am absolutely convinced as this economy
moves back, as we sort out where everybody
stands on these highly complex issues, when
the country assesses the fact that we are
at peace and that our children go to bed
at night with less fear of nuclear war—and
that is a major accomplishment of which
I am very proud to have been a part—and
it’s when we get in focus the agenda, see
who wants to pass this agenda of hope and
opportunity and who wants to stifle it, when
we take forward the values that you and
I believe in to the American people again
this fall on family and faith, I am absolutely

convinced we’re going to win this election.
We are going to win it. We’re going to
transform our problems into challenging op-
portunities to realize the American dream.

Thank you for your fantastic support for
our great Senator. May God bless you, and
may God bless the United States of Amer-
ica, the freest and greatest country on the
face of the Earth. Thank you very, very
much.

Note: The President spoke at 6:23 p.m. at
the Phoenix Civic Plaza. In his remarks, he
referred to Jim Click, Bush-Quayle Arizona
finance chairman; Gerald Davis, chairman,
Arizona Republican Party; and Richard
Jackson, pastor, North Phoenix Baptist
Church.

Remarks at a Disaster Application Center in Los Angeles, California
May 29, 1992

The President. Let me just say, if you can
hear this, why, I want to thank Ava. Where’s
Ava? Ava, get over here; we’re talking about
you guys, you and Maurice.

Ms. Hagen. Oh, are we in trouble?
The President. No, we’re talking about

good things about both of you and about
Pat Saiki here, the head of SBA. I have
been very pleased to learn and to be re-
informed, actually, that the SBA has moved
faster in trying to help people in this in-
stance than at any time in its productive
history. I congratulate not only the leader-
ship of SBA but the volunteers and those
that have come in, professionals from all
across the country, to help.

FEMA has been responding very fast.
And the thing that has impressed me as
I’ve gone along here is, I do see a sense
of coordination. Before I leave, I expect
some will tell me we need to improve things
in some way, but I’ve been very pleased
that the Federal Government, which some-
times can be very insensitive, has moved
fast in this regard.

It’s nice to be sitting next to somebody
that might share my view at least on that
point because it is so important that you

get back on your feet. The only other point
I’d make, Pat and Ava and Maurice, is the
spirit of some of the people I’ve talked to,
like that last lady, who have had a rough
go, I mean, a really rough go. She still re-
tains that faith that she’s going to make it
somehow, and that’s pretty good. I don’t
know if that’s typical of the people who
have been afflicted so adversely or not, but
it’s a wonderful thing to hear somebody say,
‘‘With God’s help, I’m going to make it.’’
So what we’ve got to try to do is help, like
in your case and those who are really trying
to make it.

So that’s the message I’ll take away. We
will keep trying very hard to assist. And I’m
very grateful to Pat Saiki here, who is sen-
sitive to these requirements.

Ms. Hagen. We just want to thank every-
body for their help, sensitivity, and the ra-
pidity in which they responded.

The President. Yes. How is the feeling in
the communities in terms of future tran-
quility, peace? I mean, is there a determina-
tion there that this won’t happen again and
all that kind of——

Q. There is a determination now to re-
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build and get started once again. And every-
one is—[inaudible]. We have sat here the
last 2 days and have shared more with each
other about our businesses—[inaudible].

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. That is wonderful. Yes, you

know, the approach was to try to coordinate
it. We’ve got all these different Agencies,
and I think there are now 10 of these—
I thought it was 7; it’s up to 10 now—of
these centers. The Federal Government can
be so complex because there are so many
different Agencies, and we’re trying to get
it in what is called this one-stop shopping
mode, yes, one-stop shopping mode. If it
just continues like that, I think we can move
faster.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Well, best of luck to you,

to you all. And I’m impressed with the fact
that some of these people that come in to
help, to help fill out the forms, are from
all across the country, Atlanta or Puerto

Rico even, Niagara, yes, Texas. Putting in
a plug for the Texans down here. [Laughter]
No, but it’s good. It’s a good thing.

Q. One more group to meet down there.
The President. There’s one more stop

down there? All right. Good luck to you
now in your business. Lots of luck, sir.

Mr. Robertson. Sent a T-shirt to you.
The President. Did you? Wait a minute,

you gave me a T-shirt, I’ll give you my—
here, take that, souvenir. If she makes you
put on a tie, why, you can wear that. Okay.

Ms. Hagen. Thank you very much.
The President. Well, good luck. I’ll get

out of here.

Note: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. at
Harvard Recreation Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Harvard Disaster Application
Center managers Ava Hagen, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, and Maurice
Robertson, California Department of Social
Services.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With State and Local
Officials in Los Angeles
May 29, 1992

Q. Sir, why do you think you’re running
third in recent California polls?

The President. Hey, John [John Cochran,
NBC News], we’re not taking any questions
today.

Q. No?
The President. This is a nonpolitical visit.

I’ve heard some very encouraging news
about Federal cooperation and working with
the State, localities, private sector. And I’m
out here to try to follow up on a visit to
see if we can be of further help to the peo-
ple in this area. So, I prefer to keep it on
that basis and thus will not be able to help
you, as I wasn’t able to help you yesterday—
[laughter]—different setting. Thank you
very much.

Q. ——about politics, sir? When are you
going to start defining the——

The President. After our convention, I
think we’ll start working on that.

Q. After the convention?

Q. Are you deliberately waiting, sir?
The President. I’m not going to take any

questions. You didn’t hear what I said in
the beginning. I want to find out from these
people how the effort is going, Federal,
State, local, to help people that have been
hurt. And that’s what this is about. And if
I get diverted talking about these other sub-
jects, it isn’t going to help anybody. So, let’s
try to keep it on that basis. Thank you very
much.

Q. Do you think the drive for the urban
agenda is losing steam in Congress, though?

Q. Mr. President, are you optimistic about
Mr. Ueberroth’s Rebuild L.A.? Are you op-
timistic about what he——

The President. Anything he tackles, he can
get done. That’s the way I look at it.

Note: The exchange began at 11:08 a.m. in


		Superintendent of Documents
	2009-12-22T10:55:02-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




